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Welcome
T

he Annapoorneshwari Temple at 
Cherukunnu is one of the major 
temples in Kerala, located in the 
Kannur district. This temple is situated 

on the Cherukunnu South Road, westward 
from a place called Kathiruvekkumthara, 
along the road leading to Pazhayangadi, 18 
kilometers north of Kannur city.

Legend
It is said that Brahma, the creator, once falsely 
claimed to have seen the face of the divine. 
For this lie, one of his heads that spoke the lie 
was cut off, resulting in the sin of Brahmahatya 
(the killing of a Brahmin). To atone for this sin, 
he had to beg for alms from Rudra (Shiva). 
However, none of the gods or demons dared 
to give alms to the fierce destroyer form of 

Rudra. Finally, upon the gods’ request, Parvati, 
Rudra’s wife, gave alms to him in the form of 
Annapoorneshwari. This is the mythological 
legend associated with Annapoorneshwari.

Agrashala Mother
Annapoorneshwari is considered to be the 
consort of Sree Neelakanta Perumal (Parama 
Shiva), the presiding deity of the Perinchellur 
(Thalipparamba) Rajarajeshwara Temple. 
For thousands of years, the Cherukunnu 
Annapoorneshwari Temple, built by the 
Mushaka dynasty king Valabhan, has been 
conducting food offerings twice daily without 
fail. There is a large dining hall here capable of 
seating a thousand people at a time, where it is 
believed that Annapoorneshwari herself serves 
the food.
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The Giver of Food
The food for the meals at the Cherukunnu 
Agrashala is prepared by the traditional 
custodians, the Maniyangattu family. The local 
custom of praying ‘O mother of Cherukunnu, a 
mound of rice for you’ while setting aside rice 
for the deity still persists among the locals. It is 
a common belief that one should not leave the 
temple without worshiping Annapoorneshwari 
and partaking in the food offered. The temple’s 
agricultural traditions are connected to rice 
farming customs such as “Nira” and “Puthari.” 
The temple also has a deity of Sri Krishna 
installed as a sub-deity.

Bond of Communal 
Harmony
The Annapoorneshwari Temple and the 
Oliyankara (Muslim) mosque, located within 
a kilometer of each other, share a deep bond. 

During festival times, rice and sugar mixture 
brought from the mosque is respectfully 
received at the temple. Likewise, rice and 
oil from the temple are taken to the mosque 
during celebrations, maintaining a tradition of 
communal harmony.

Festival Celebrations
The annual festival starts with the Vishu 
Sankramam and lasts for a week, highlighted 
by a large vattapandal (circular pavilion) made 
of dried coconut leaves, bamboo, and teak 
poles. The promise of meeting again next year 
at the vattapandal is a heartfelt custom among 
the locals.
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kzmKXw sNdpIp¶v A¶]qÀtWizcn t£{Xw
tIcf¯nse almt£{X§fnÂ 
H¶mb {io A¶]qÀtWizcn t£{Xw 
I®qÀ PnÃbnÂ ØnXn sN¿p¶p. 
I®qÀ \Kc¯nÂ \n¶pw 18 Intem 
aoäÀ hS¡v ]gb§mSnbnte¡pÅ  
]mXbnÂ IXncpsh¡pwXd F¶ 
Øe¯p\n¶v ]Snªmtdm«v amdn  
sNdpIp¶v sX¡p¼mSv tdmUcnInem-
Wv Cu t£{Xw ØnXn sN¿p¶Xv.

sFXnlyw
krãnIÀ¯mhmb {_ÒtZh³ Hc-
n¡Â ssZh¯nsâ apJw Iïpsh¶v 
]dªXv Ifhmbn IcpXn apJ§f-
nÂ \n¶v B Ifhv ]dª apJw Ad-
p¡pIbmev {_ÒlXym ]m]apïmbn. 
CXn\v {]mbÝn¯ambn cp{ZtZh\v 
`n£ bmNnt¡ïXmbn h¶p.

F¶mÂ tZhZm\h·mcmcpw kwlmc 
aqÀ¯n¡v `n£ \ÂIm³ ss[cys¸«nÃ 
HSphnÂ tZh·mcpsS At]£b\pk-
cn¨v {iocp{Z ]Xv\nbmb {io]mÀÆXn 
A¶]qÀtWizcnbpsS cq]¯nÂ 
`Khm\v `n£ \ÂIn. CXmWv  
A¶]qÀtWizcnsb Ipdn¨pÅ  
]pcmW t{]màamb sFXnlyw.

A{Kime amXmhv
s]cn©ÃqÀ (Xfn¸d¼v) cmPcmtPizc 
t£{X¯nse {]XnjvTm aqÀ¯nbmb 
{io\oeIWvT s]cpamfpsS (]cainh³) 
]Xv\nbmWv A{Kime amXmhmb 

A¶]qÀtWizcn F¶mWv k¦ev]w.

Bbnct¯mfw BïpIÄ¡v ap¼v 
aqjIhwi cmPmhmb hf`³ \nÀ½n¨ 
sNdpIp¶v A¶]qÀtWizcn t£{X-
¯nÂ F¶pw apS§msX cïp  
t\chpw A¶Zm\w \S¶phcp¶p. Htc 
kabw Bbncw t]À¡v Ccp¶p®m³ 
X¡h®w hnimeamb A{Kime Chns-
Sbpïv. km£mÂ A¶]qÀtWizcn 
Xs¶ hnf¼p¶p F¶mWv hnizmkw.

A¶Zmbn\n
sNdpIp¶v A{KimebnÂ cïpt\
chpw Du«n\pÅ hn`h§Ä Hcp¡p¶Xv 
]mc¼cy AhIminIfmb aWn-
b§m«v CÃ¡mcmWv. tNmdn\v Acn 
sh¡pt¼mÄ sNdpIp¶nÂ At½, Hcp 
Ip¶v tNmdv F¶v {]mÀ°n¡p¶ ]Xnhv 
\m«pImÀ¡nSbnÂ C¶papïv.

t£{X¯nÂ A¶]qÀtWizcnsb 
hW§n `£Whpw Ignt¨ aS§mhq 
F¶mWv k¦ev]w.

\nd, ]p¯cn F¶n§s\ s\ÂIrjn-
bpambn _Ôs¸« tIme¯v \mSnsâ 
ImÀjnImNmc§Ä A¶]qÀtWizcn 
t£{Xhpambn _Ôs¸«pÅXmWv.

t£{X¯nÂ D]tZh\mbn {ioIrjvW 
{]XnjvTbpapïv.
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aXkulmÀ±¯nsâ 
Bß_Ôw
A¶]qÀtWizcn t£{Xhpw Hcp 
Intemaoädn\pÅnÂ Xs¶bpÅ Hfn-
b¦c (apÉnw) ]Ånbpw hfscb[nIw 
Bß_Ôw ]peÀ¯nt¸mcp¶ 
cïv Bcm[\meb§fmWv. DÕh 
thfbnÂ Hfnb¦c ]ÅnbnÂ \n¶v 
F¯n¡p¶ Acnbpw ]©kmc 
Iehpw BZc]qÀÆw A¼e¯nÂ 
kzoIcn¡s¸Sp¶p. BtLmjmhk-
c§fnÂ t£{X¯nÂ \n¶v Acnbpw 
shfns¨®bpw ]ÅnbnÂ F¯n¡p¶ 
]Xnhpapïv. hnjphnf¡pÕhhpw 
h«¸´epw

FÃm hÀjhpw hnjp kw{Iaw apX-
epÅ HcmgvN¡mew B\¸pds¯g-
p¶Ånt¸msSbpÅXmWv hmÀjn-
tImÕhw. DÕh¯n\mbn DW§n 
saSª sXt§mebpw, Ihp§n³ 
XSnbpw, tX¡n³ ImepIfpw D]tbm-
Kns¨mcp¡p¶ hnimeamb h«¸´Â 
Cu DÕh¯nsâ {]tXyIXbmWv.

ASp¯ sImÃhpw h«¸´enÂ Im-
Wmw F¶v KrlmXpcamb D]Nmc 
hm¡pIÄ \m«pImÀ¡nSbnÂ Hcp 
ssienbmbn \ne\nÂ¡p¶p.



7Annapoorneshwari

Choose Your Interest

Online Pooja E-Kanikka Annadanam Darshan Timing
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Annadanam
The Giver of Food

For sponsoring food 
(Anna-daan) Get 
involved!
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The temple was formally a Vishnu/Krishna Temple, 
dating back some 1500 Years. The temple after 

Amma’s Prathishta was built by Avittam Thirunal 
Raja Raja Varma of Chirakkal Kovilakam
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